
 
 
 
 

VILLAGE OF SCHOOLCRAFT 
COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 

NOVEMBER 16, 2015 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Village Council held at 442 N. Grand Street was called to 
order by President Gunnett at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance were led by President Gunnett. 
 
ROLL CALL: 

Present: President Gunnett, Trustees Clark, Barnes, Rochholz, Tackett and 
Carlin. 

Absent:  None. 
Also Present: Village Manager Cheri Lutz, Village Clerk Faith Akert, Chief Bryan 

Campbell, Dan Lewis, Sy Spears, Brett Willis, John Gisler, and 
Steve Sutton. 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

Motion by Tackett, seconded by Barnes, to approve the agenda as presented, with the 
addition of Introduction of new part-time officer added.  All aye. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

Motion by Clark, seconded by Rochholz, to approve the Consent Agenda as presented, 
with a minor typographical change.  All aye. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW OFFICER: 

Police Chief Bryan Campbell introduced his new officer Justin Vanderkooy. 
 
CITIZEN’S ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS: 
a)   Mr. Steve Sutton of Craft Precision appeared before the council to express his 

strong opposition to Payment in lieu of sidewalk, with the following comments: 

 The Village should make every effort to give back to businesses. 

 Payment in lieu of sidewalk is hard on businesses. 

 Payment in lieu of sidewalks could have been used to provide his team with a 
Christmas Party or additional compensation. 

 
      President Gunnett had the following comments: 

 All new businesses and residential homes are required to install sidewalks as 
part of the site plan review process. 

 The council does have the discretion to use the payment in lieu option when they 
determine that a sidewalk is not needed in a particular area. 

 Payment in lieu funds are used only for sidewalks and sidewalks are installed in 
other areas of the village. 
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 He stated the Village is always looking for ways to assist businesses, and the 
Village has given IFT’s (50% tax reduction), to their manufacturing businesses. 

 He stated that someday when sidewalks are needed on his lot to connect to 
other lots on his street, then the village would do that and he wouldn't incur any 
charge for the new sidewalks, because the payment was already made.   

 The council supports the idea of someday the entire village will have sidewalks to 
all lots in the village. 
 

     Trustee Tackett had the following comments: 

 He stated that he is opposed to the payment in lieu of sidewalks, and that all 
businesses and residential properties should put them in as part of the site plan 
process. 

 He stated that the Village replaces and repairs sidewalks every year. 
 
     President Gunnett thanked Mr. Sutton for his comments. 
 
b)   County Commissioner Gisler gave a brief update on Kalamazoo County activities. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

None. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

1.)   Mr. Sy Spears and Mr. Brett Willis provided an update on the petition process for        
sanitary sewer.   

  
       President Gunnett thanked them for their hard work. 
 
2.)  Mr. Dan Lewis appeared before the Village Council to request approval to put Lyon 

Street Road Improvement Plan on the Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study for 
the 2018-2021 Plan, at a cost not to exceed $1,000.00. 

 
Motion by Rochholz, seconded by Barnes, to approve the request from Dan Lewis 
of Prein & Lewis to put the Village’s Lyon Street Road Improvement Project on the 
list of Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study Projects for years 2018-2021, at a cost 
not to exceed $1,000.00.  All aye. 

 
3.   Village Manager Cheri Lutz presented Technology Policy #34 to the Village Council 

explaining the policy is presented at the recommendation of the Village’s Auditor, 
and that a report will be presented to the Village Council annually, in correlation 
with the upcoming budget year.   
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Motion by Carlin, seconded by Clark, to approve Technology Policy #34.  All aye. 
 

4.   Village Treasurer, Faith Akert presented to the Council:  the 2015 Certificate for 
Accountability and Transparency; including the Village Dashboard, Citizen’s Guide, 
Debt Schedule and Estimated 2017 Budget, as required by the State, to qualify for 
Percent Revenue Sharing (CVTRS). 

 
Motion by Rochholz, seconded by Barnes, to approve the Certificate for 
Accountability and Transparency as presented.  All aye. 

 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
None. 
 
REPORTS FROM VILLAGE ADMINISTRATION: 

None.  
 
STATEMENTS FROM CITIZENS AND MUNICIPAL OFFICIALS: 
a)  Trustee Carlin stated there is a meeting of the Fire Authority board on Wednesday,  
      November 18, 2015. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m.   
 
 
________________________   ________________________ 
Faith C. Akert, Village Clerk   Keith F. Gunnett, President 
 
 
 
 
 


