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Village of Schoolcraft 
Preserving our Past, Enriching our Present, Planning our Future 

www.villageofschoolcraft.com 

Vision Statement 

The Village of Schoolcraft commits to 
building on its strong heritage while 
moving forward to a vibrant future as a 
community where all citizens are safe 
and secure, local businesses thrive, and 
residents and visitors alike are drawn to 
the variety of recreational and cultural 
activities. 

Mission Statement 

The Village of Schoolcraft seeks to en-
hance the community through develop-
ment that contributes to its welcoming 
hometown atmosphere, complements its 
landscape and local business environ-
ment, and reinforces its rich history and 
quality schools. 

2023 Quarterly  

Meeting Calendar 
Village Council   7:00 p.m. 

 April 3  April 17 

 May 1  May 15 

 June 5  June 19 

 

Planning Commission    7:00 p.m. 

 April 10  May 8 

 June 12  

 

All meetings are open  

to the public. 

442 N. Grand St., Schoolcraft 

Village President’s Message 
GRANTS, WATER AND U.S. 131 NEWS   

Last year for the spring newsletter I wrote about our optimistic outlook on 
possibly getting Grants or other monies from programs, the Government was 
telling the public, would be coming down the pike. The idea was to help with 
our ailing and much needed, highly neglected infrastructure nationwide.    

Also, in that newsletter, I outlined the Village Council's priorities for our ma-
jor infrastructure projects in the Village as being; 1. Water related issues, 2. 
Roads in the village and 3. Discussions on sewers, (If we were to recon-
struct roads).   

As you might remember we were hiring Prein and Newhof (our village engi-
neers) to study the water main issues, lead pipe hookups to residences, new 
well site information and necessary road repairs / reconstruction. We also used 
Baker-Tilly to show us the costs and show us financing options. From all these 
reports, the Village staff in coordination with these two entities put together 
several Grant / Funding applications that show our needs and up-to-date costs 
for these projects. All of the aforementioned reports and information and much 
more, was sent to the various appropriate agencies. A lot of staff time, Council 
time, and professional time goes into all these applications. All of this “time” 
comes with a price tag of which everyone is very cognizant of, however, this 
certainly seemed the appropriate time to try to capture whatever we can. The 
Village staff were very diligent in finding the available resources that we 
could apply to and also were very prompt in filing everywhere ahead of time 
in all cases. This shows that we are an organized applicant, and in most cases, 
"shovel-ready”.  

“ARPA” (American Rescue Plan Act), looked as though we would have a 
great chance at some of the funding as our projects were directly related to 
where the funds were intended to go, according to the government’s criteria. 
Kalamazoo County received $51,485,000.00 to disperse to county applicants. 
We received ZERO! A firm was hired (at $400,000.00 +) to help the county 
disperse the funds through a plan that factors in all the needs, proper timing of 
applications, and meeting all the proper criteria for the intent of the award. We 
applied to the county, for a 1 million dollar Unfunded State Mandated 
Grant for the Lead and Copper Rule.  We certainly had all the bases cov-
ered, right? Wrong! By their own admission, the County Commissioners did 
not follow the protocol that was there to guide them! They acted more like 
“The Good OLE Boys” dividing up the loot! Our Village Manager organized a 
response which included prepared testimony, and 3 council members and her 
attending Kalamazoo County Commission meetings. All of this is not settled 
at this time, and we will still be seeking some of the residual monies, hopeful-
ly with the assistance of the new County Commissioner for our area. Some of 
the people receiving awards did not file on time, some of the awards were not 
in keeping with the intent of the program, and some received money for unre-
lated requests.   

I am happy to report that, our manager did finesse an issue with MDOT that 
will save us $110,000.00 in the upcoming U.S. 131 Project in 2024. I Am hap-
py to report that we also will be receiving a DWAM (Drinking Water Asset 
Management) Grant for $435,200.00. This was applied for, quite some time 
ago, by Adam Wood, on behalf of our water department, but we were passed 
over last year, but remained on the list and received the award this time 
around.    

Continued on page 2 
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Village President’s Message, continued 

Currently we have two grant requests to Senator Gary Peters office, one for water at $6 million and a second request for $18 mil-
lion for sanitary sewers. Hopefully, these will produce some good results.   

One thing that hasn’t changed since last April's newsletter is the list of infrastructure projects that still need attention. Water is the 
number one item, and we have to start changing out the lead and galvanized connections in the Village by “State Mandate”. In 
Preparation for the U.S. 131 project, we will be changing out some this year. The need for new water supply wells is the biggest 
issue currently. Our current wells are still producing very good drinking water, but they are old, they are too close together, (both 
could be easily contaminated by a single event / issue) and capacity is an issue as our water needs increase, or if we have a large 
fire. We currently have 4 possible locations and are working on pricing a new site for 2 wells and a pump house. I sincerely hope 
that some funding comes about for these water issues.  

Don’t forget the U.S. 131 project will start soon when the weather breaks. The starting point will be this side of the bridge over 
the Rocky River by Hoffman Rd, in Three Rivers. They will not work in the Village of Schoolcraft until July 5 th, 2024, or shortly 
thereafter!   

I’m sure we will visit this all throughout the next couple years many times, we are working hard to make this all as smooth as 
possible.  

Please feel free to call,   

Sincerely,  

  
 
 
  
Keith F. Gunnett  
Schoolcraft Village President  
1-269-569- 6057  

 

News from the Village Manager’s Desk 
Hello to you and happy spring!  I know that I am anxious to get outdoors to putter around my garden and enjoy the nice 
weather.  I can imagine that most of you are anxious to get outside to do whatever it is you like to do. 

The coming of spring here in the Village means that the DPW begins their brush pick up.  We ask that you adhere to the 
brush pick-up policy included in this newsletter.   Also in this newsletter are the spring clean up guidelines and Village 
Wide Garage Sale dates.  The Village also offers  Hazardous Waste drop-off to all residents.  The drop off site for hazard-
ous materials is located at 1301 Lamont Ave. Kalamazoo, MI.  Materials that are accepted include batteries, computers, 
cleaners, gasoline, mercury, oil-based paints, garden chemicals, used motor oil and televisions.  For hours of operation, call 
373-5211 or visit their web site at www.kalcounty.com/hhw. 

Please remember that if you are planning any home projects, please call the Village of Schoolcraft to find out if a permit is 
needed.  Also, if you are planning any outdoor projects involving digging,  call  MISSDIG by dialing 811 .  Many people 
call us to inquire what the colored flags mean.  Listed below is  breakdown of what they mean: 

White   Area of proposed Excavation   Orange  Phone and Cable 

Pink  Temporary Service Markings   Blue  Water 

Red  Electric      Purple  Reclaimed Water, Irrigation 

Yellow  Gas, Oil, Steam, Propane     

Also, a quick reminder that you must keep your dog on a leash or in an enclosed fence.  It is very frightening to be walking 
and have a strange dog come up charging at you.  We also request that you clean up after your dog when using public prop-
erty. We receive many calls about barking dogs.  While the barking may not bother you, it does bother your neighbors, so 
please be respectful and bring your dog back in the house after 10 minutes or so.   Your cooperation will greatly be appreci-
ated.   

As always, our goal is to provide you with the best customer service by being friendly, courteous, and accurate information.  
While we aim to please you, the rules and regulations that are in place have been adopted by the current Council and many 
councils before.  These ordinances are not my rules, but my job is to make sure that they are enforced.  To coin an old 
phrase, “please do not kill the messenger”.  Whatever answer you get, please remember that this is my job, and I am re-
quired to do it.  All that being said, have yourself a great spring! 

Sincerely, 
 
Cheri M. Lutz 
Village Manager 
cmlutz@villageofschoolcraft.com 

http://www.kalcounty.com/hhw


 
Schoolcraft Police 

Department 
 

 

Top Bike Safety Tips 

Helmets 
We have a simple saying: “Use your head, wear a helmet.” It is the single most effective safety device available to reduce head 
injury and death from bicycle crashes. 
  
Make sure your child has the right size helmet and wears it every time when riding, skating, or scooting. You would be sur-
prised how much kids learn from watching you, so it is extra important for parents to model proper behavior. Wear a helmet, 
even if you did not when you were a kid. 
  
Your children’s helmet should meet the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission’s standards. When it is time to purchase a 
new helmet, let your children pick out their own; they will be more likely to wear it for every ride. 
 
Bikes 
Ensure proper bike fit by bringing the child along when shopping for a bike. Select one that is the right size for the child, not 
one he or she will grow into. 
  
Actively supervise children until you are comfortable that they are responsible to ride on their own. 
  
Every child is different, but developmentally, it can be hard for kids to judge speed and distance of cars until age 10, so limit 
riding to sidewalks (although be careful for vehicles in driveways), parks or bike paths until age 10. No matter where you ride, 
teach your child to stay alert and watch for cars and trucks. 
  
Long or loose clothing can get caught in bike chains or wheel spokes. Dress young kids appropriately to ensure a safe ride. 
  
Before the ride, make sure the reflectors are secure, brakes work properly, gears shift smoothly, and tires are tightly secured 
and properly inflated. 
  
Teach your kids to make eye contact with drivers. Bikers should make sure drivers are paying attention and are going to stop 
before they cross the street. 
  
Tell your kids to ride on the right side of the road, with traffic, not against it. Stay as far to the right as possible. Use appropri-
ate hand signals and respect traffic signals, stopping at all stop signs and stoplights 
  
When riding at dusk, at dawn or in the evening, be bright and use lights – and make sure your bike has reflectors as well. It is 
also smart to wear clothes and accessories that have retro-reflective materials to improve biker visibility to motorists. 
  
Stay Safe, 
 
Chief Scott Smith 
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2023 Concerts in the Park/

Food Truck Rally 

Uncle Charlie will again provide the music for this year’s 
Concerts in the Park Series.  Food Trucks will be attend-
ing also.  The event is from 6:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m.  At 
Burch Park on the following dates:  

June 21 

July 19 

August 16 

Hope to see you there! 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

 

The Village of Schoolcraft is seeking volunteers for the 
Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA).  This committee meets 
periodically to review variance requests.  If you are inter-
ested, please contact Cheri Lutz at 679-4304.  Training is 
provided, and the committee meets one or two times a 
year. 
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Annual Village Wide  
Garage Sale 2023 

Friday, May 19      9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Saturday, May 20  9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

If you are a Village Resident and would like your garage sale 

marked on a Village map, call Theresa at the Village Office, 269-

679-4304, by 4:00 p.m. on  May 18, 2023   Maps will be available 

at the Village Office beginning May 18th from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 

p.m. 

Spring Clean Up 

CENTRAL DROP OFF 

Saturday,  June 10, 2023 

8:00 a.m.—Noon 
Items can be brought to Clay Street, across from the Ken 

Krum Recreation Center.  Do not put items out by the curb. 

No more than one (1) roll of carpet or laminate floor will be col-
lected.  Carpeting must be rolled and securely tied in no longer 
than four (4) foot sections. 
 
Mattresses/Box springs must be wrapped in plastic. 
 
Bags of items may not exceed thirty-five (35) pounds; and cans 
may not exceed seventy-five (75) pounds. 
 
No individual items over five (5) feet in length, three (3) feet 
wide or three (3) feet high or weighing over 100 pounds. 
 
Windows, glass, and mirrors must be less than 3’x4’ in size.  
Broken glass should be placed in a box, taped shut, and clearly 
marked, “Broken Glass”. 
 
All small items must be in bags or cans.   
 
Items not accepted are: 
Appliances 
Auto parts, engines, tires, batteries, doors, hoods, etc. 
Batteries of any sort 
Building debris or material of any sort, including lumber, plaster, 
drywall, paneling, siding, etc. 
Concrete, dirt, rocks, sod, or stumps 
Electronics, TV, computers, printers, fax machines, etc. 
Large metal pieces or large plastic drums 
Hazardous Waste (including medical waste, paints, solvents, 
pesticides, chemicals, varnishes or liquid of any sort) 
Fencing 
Motor Oil 
Propane tanks/gas tanks 
Iron or steel 
Cast iron bathtubs 

   Yard Waste—grass clippings, branches, etc. 

Leaf Pick Up Through  

APRIL 21, 2023 

Leaves must be in paper bags.  Paper grocery bags and 

store bought paper leaf bags are acceptable.  Place bags out 

by the curb.  Call the Village Office at 269-679-4304 to let 

us know the number of leaf bags to be picked up.  Bags of 

leaves must be out to the curb by 7:00 am. April 21, 2023. 

Drop Off Site for Brush and  
Grass Clippings 

The DPW Drop Off Site will not be open during the week, 
 April through November  you may take your brush or grass 
clippings to the drop off site on Saturday mornings between 
8:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.  If you plan on dropping something 
off, please contact the Village Office at 679-4304 during the 
hours of Mon-Thurs 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., and Friday 8:00 
a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
You must call by 3:00 p.m. on Friday if you are going to 
use the drop off site the following Saturday. 

Fire Hydrant Flushing 

April 11, 2023 

Be sure to run your water for a few minutes before doing 

laundry. 

Office Closure 

Memorial Day, May 29, 2023 

 

Teddy’s Perspective 

I sure am glad the weather is getting warmer.  I am anxious to get 
outside to do some exploring.  It amazing the things I find and get 
into.  Frogs are one of my favorites, when they hop, I hop.  It is 
very entertaining.  Jumping in the lake, getting wet, and rolling in 
some fresh goose droppings is my personal favorite although my 
mom is not real happy about it. 

Most of you know that I am semi-retired now.  I just don’t know 
how you humans work eight hours a day, five days a week!  It is 
really too much work for me, and seriously impacts my beauty 
sleep. 

Most of you know I am a rescue dog who was found wandering 
the streets in Indiana.  Mom saw my picture, came to pick me up, 
and life has been pretty darned good ever since.  I get plenty of 
sleep, two square meals a day plus a few treats.  The vet told mom 
to stop feeding me so much because well, I have put on a few 
pounds.  She is now feeding me small carrots and raspberries.  
They are absolutely disgusting! 

I thought you might like to see how I looked back then compared 
to now.  I personally don’t think I have a weight problem, do you? 

Anyway, enough about me.  Hope you all have a great spring! 

 

Teddy   

         September 2018                                 August 2022 



Brush Pick Up 

Brush pick up is done on the last Monday of each month. It begins  March 27, 2023 and ends October 30, 2023.  If the last Monday 

of the month falls on a holiday, brush will be picked up the following business day. 

• Brush may be taken to the right-of-way no sooner than the Wednesday before the pick up day. 

• Brush must be out to the curb by 7:00 a.m. on pick up day. 

• Brush should be less than four inches (4”) in diameter and eight feet (8’) in length. 

• All cut ends of brush should be placed in the same direction, toward the road.  See below for proper way to put brush out. 

• Brush piles should be placed between the street and sidewalk when possible. 

• Brush piles should be no larger than can be picked up by any one person.  If you have multiple piles, spread them out with 
space in between, along your property. 

• Small sticks and twigs must be put into a container that can be emptied by one person. 

• Unacceptable material include leaves, yard waste (grasses, weeds, plants or vines), root balls, dirt, building materials and any 
brush generated through a removal of a tree, bushes or hedgerow. 

• Brush placed out in violation of the restrictions will not be picked up. 

• There is a limit of one dump truck load per month. 

 Storm Damage Brush Pick Up 

• Storm damage pick up has to be declared by the Village Manager. 

• Use same guidelines as for regular brush pick up. 

• Only storm damage brush will be picked up. 

• Check the ticker on the Village of Schoolcraft’s website (www.villageofschoolcraft.com) or on the Village’s Facebook page, 

after a major storm to see if the DPW will be picking up brush. 
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Did You Know... 

Branches hanging over a sidewalk and bushes growing into the path of a side-
walk must be trimmed by the homeowner?   

Overhanging limbs/branches must be trimmed by the homeowner so there is a 
clear height of 12 feet above the street or sidewalk.   

Bushes must be trimmed at least 24 inches back from the sidewalk. 

Should the owner refuse or neglect to keep overhanging limbs and bushes 
trimmed, the DPW will trim it and the cost and expenses will be incurred by the 
owner through the issuance of a civil infraction citation.   

Please do your part in keeping our sidewalks clear for passage for our walkers 
and bike riders.  It is the right thing to do and appreciated by the Village. 

Remember, our goal is to work with you, not against you.  Complying with the 
Village’s Ordinances will keep all of us happy. 

Thank you. 
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VILLAGE OF SCHOOLCRAFT 

General Fund Budget Fiscal Year 
2023/2024 

 
March 1, 2023 begins the new fiscal year for the Vil-
lage of Schoolcraft. Tax Revenues from the Summer 
Village Tax to be collected July 1, 2023, constitutes 
71% of the Village’s Budget. 
 
The charts illustrate General Fund Revenues and Gen-
eral Fund Expenses as budgeted for 2023/2024. 
 
The first pie chart is for Revenue and shows that 71% 
of the Village’s income is generated from Property 
Taxes, 20% from State Revenue Sharing, 1% from 
State and Federal grants, 5% from Fund Balance, and 
3% from Other Revenue Sources such as interest reve-
nues. 
 
Revenues:

 

Note: The Village Tax rate is 15.6327 Mills or 33% of 
the approximate total 47.4498 Mills levied on residen-
tial property. 
 
 

The second pie chart represents budgeted expenditures 
for the Village of Schoolcraft.  The chart shows per-
centages for specific operations within the Village; 
Police 40%, Administration 21%, Public Works 9%, 
Fire 6%, Debt Service 6%, Equipment 5%, Municipal 
Complex 6%, Parks & Recreation 2%, Zoning 1%, 
and all other expenditures 4%. 
 
Expenditures: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The operations of the Water Department, Major and 
Local Streets and DDA do not come out of General 
Fund.  The Water Fund is an enterprise fund which is 
self supporting. If you have any questions, please be 
sure to give us a call at 269-679-4304. 

 

2023 Citizen of the Year Application 

 

The Village of Schoolcraft is now accepting nominations for the 2023 Citizen of the Year Award.  The Citizen of the Year Award is pre-

sented to an individual(s) who has performed outstanding service or made exceptional voluntary contributions to the community.  Anyone 

with community contact may nominate someone who they feel meets the criteria of the award.   The recipient(s) of the award will be noti-

fied and invited to attend the second Council meeting in June to receive their award. 

 

During the selection process,  the Committee looks for an individual(s) who, among other attributes, continually gives of his/her time, 

dedication and talents to the betterment of the community.  The Committee also looks for individuals who lend leadership and vision, to 

assist in achieving organizational goals, who serve on service or school committees and youth programs lending his/her expertise and 

guidance voluntarily.   The recipient will have performed voluntary services that have advanced or helped the quality of life in the Village 

of Schoolcraft. 

 

To nominate a friend, neighbor or relative you feel has given unselfishly to help others or who meets any of the above criteria, you may 

use the enclosed  nomination form, you may pick one up at Schoolcraft Municipal Complex, or print a form from the Village of 

Schoolcraft’s website www.villageofschoolcraft.com. Further information may also be obtained by contacting the Village Office, at 

269.679.4304.  The deadline for nominations is the end of the business day on the second Friday in May. 

 

http://www.villageofschoolcraft.com
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Wellhead Protection Committee Update 

May 7 – 13, 2023 is Safe Drinking Water Week!   

Where Does our Water Come From? 

Do you ever wonder where the Village of Schoolcraft gets it drinking water?  Our supply comes from groundwater, one 

of our most valuable resources.  You probably do not see or think about it much – you can’t see it - but it is deep below 

the ground, and you walk over it every day.  This groundwater is part of the water cycle and is the same water the dino-

saurs once drank.  The water starts as rain falling on the ground, which then seeps downward.  The groundwater moves 

though soil and rock below ground to wells that pump it out or to natural outlets such as springs, streams, and rivers.  

Once above ground, it evaporates into the air and comes down again as water and starts the process all over again. 

Protecting our Water 

The Village of Schoolcraft is proud of the safe and reliable water it provides to our citizens every day.  We are fortunate 

to have a very prolific supply of clean, safe groundwater in our area.  However, many people do not realize how valuable 

and precious it is, and that we must protect it from contamination.  Any type of contamination that falls on the ground 

can follow the same path as water and get into the water supply.  Once groundwater is contaminated, it is very expensive 

and difficult to clean up.  You have heard many stories of water that is contaminated and not safe or reliable.  So, it is 

important to keep hazardous substances out of the water, off the ground, and to dispose of them properly.  

Our Water is a Great Value! 

The average American uses 82 gallons per day or about 30,000 gallons per year!  Our Water Department employs certi-

fied  professionals to monitor the quantity and quality of the water provided to everyone.  Each community water system 

is regulated by the State of Michigan and Schoolcraft runs hundreds of tests every year to make sure the water meets the 

highest water quality standards.  And they do this at a great value to you.  Based on the average residential customer us-

age, water costs only $0.05 for a gallon in Schoolcraft.  If you purchase a 20 oz. bottle of water at a convenience store for 

about $1.00, the cost would be $6 per gallon – 130 times more than the water from your tap! 

 

 

 



Village Staff 

Manager:   Cheri Lutz, cmlutz@villageofschoolcraft.com 

Finance  

Director:      Carin Louis, clouis@villageofschoolcraft.com 

Clerk/ 

Treasurer:   Theresa O’Leary, toleary@villageofschoolcraft.com 

Police 

Chief:          Scott Smith, ssmith@villageofschoolcraft.com 

Sergeant:     Jamie Edwards, jedwards@villageofschoolcraft.com 

Officers:       Joe Bippus 

       Eric Ray 

                    Matt Britton 

 

Aux. Officer: Dick Simon 

DPW Super:   Rob Coffman, rcoffman@villageofschoolcraft.com 

 

Water Operator:  Dan Lewis, dlewis@villageofschoolcraft.com 

 

Office Dog:    Teddy (semi-retired) 

Village Directory 

Administrative Office  269-679-4304 
Police Department                            269-679-5600 
Department of Public Works            269-679-5658 
Associated Government Services  1-800-627-2801 
 

Village Council 
President: Keith Gunnett 

Trustees: Russell L. Barnes 
  Joe Beck 
  Kirk Bergland 
  Todd Carlin 
  Kathy Mastenbrook 
  Mike Rochholz 

   
 

 

Messages for the Village Council can be left  

at the Administrative Office or on Village 
Staff email. 
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