
 
 
 
 

VILLAGE OF SCHOOLCRAFT 
COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 

January 6, 2020 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Village Council held at 442 N. Grand Street was called to order by President 
Gunnett at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance were led by President Gunnett. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present: President Gunnett, Trustees Rochholz, Mastenbrook, Spears, Barnes, Stodola, and 

Carlin. 
Absent: None. 
Also Present: Village Manager Cheri Lutz, Clerk Theresa O'Leary, Finance Director/Assistant 

Manager Tammi Youngs, Officer in Charge Sergeant Jamie Edwards, Joe Beck, 
Deb Christiansen, Kirk Bergland, Darby Fetzer and Andrew Polishak. 

 
President Gunnett began the meeting asking Council adhere to the following guidelines of Council 
Meetings: 

• If you want to speak, raise hand and wait to be recognized. 

• Speak only to the Chair, not to each other. 

• Time restrictions will be in place as more people attend the meetings during discussions about 
sanitary sewer. 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
Motion by Rochholz, seconded by Barnes, to approve the agenda with the following additions: 

• Under Unfinished Business – Add Item A.  Council Pay. 

• Under New Businesses – Change Item A. to presentation by Andrew M. Alspach, CPP, Planner 
from Kalamazoo County Office of Emergency Management.  
 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: 
Motion by Mastenbrook, seconded by Stodola to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  All aye. 
 
CITIZEN’S ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS: 

Robert VanOver asked for clarification on a previous newsletter article written by President Gunnett. 
Specifically if residents will pay for sanitary sewer if installed along Grand Street.   
 
President Gunnett responded that residential homes located within 200 feet of sewer main would 
hook up according to State Law. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
None. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
Trustee Mastenbrook read aloud a letter following up on discussion of Council pay and asked that her 
comments be printed verbatim in the minutes. 
 
President Gunnett referred the matter to the Finance Committee for review and recommendation to 
Council. 
 
Trustee John Stodola asked that the record show he has donated his Council pay back to the Village. 
Other Trustees also donated part or all of their Council pay checks back to the Village. 
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NEW BUSINESS: 
a)   Andrew Alspach from Kalamazoo County Office of Emergency Management gave a presentation on 

Kalamazoo County’s Hazard Mitigation Plan.       
The Council agreed to opt in on planning of a Mitigation Plan for the Village of Schoolcraft. 

 
b) The draft newsletter article written by President Keith Gunnett was presented to Council for review. 
 

Motion by Rochholz, seconded by Barnes to approve the newsletter article by President Gunnett for 
inclusion in the January 2020 Newsletter.  All aye. 

  
c) President Keith Gunnett discussed some concerns he has regarding sanitary sewer.  He had the 

following statements: 

• He stated that the cost of OMR (Operation, Maintenance and Repair) has changed. 

• He stated that the treatment plant should be south of Schoolcraft.   

• He stated connecting sanitary sewer pipes to Kalamazoo is not the best option. 

• He stated if we go through step number eleven (11) on the timetable for sanitary sewer given by 
Wightman, and if the Village backs out of getting sanitary sewer, there will be a cost. 

• He stated Wightman will get the contract to build the infrastructure. 
 

TABULATION OF BIDS:  
None. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
None. 
 
STATEMENTS FROM CITIZENS AND MUNICIPAL OFFICIALS: 

 
President Keith Gunnett had the following statements: 

• He stated he has written a letter to Grand Elk Railroad, Watco Company asking them about land 
on the east of railroad.   

• He stated a trail is being built to connect Vicksburg and Schoolcraft and the piece of land by the 
railroad could be a part of the trail. 
 

Village Manager Cheri Lutz had the following comment: 

• She stated the background check on Scott Boling, candidate for Chief of Police will be done 
sometime next week. 

• She stated Sergeant Jamie Edwards has taken over the duties of Chief and is doing a great job. 

• She stated a Finance Committee Meeting needs to be scheduled. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
Andy Polishall stood before the Council to express his (pro) opinion regarding sanitary sewer. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:33 p.m. 
 
 
________________________   ________________________ 
Keith F. Gunnett, President   Theresa O’Leary, Clerk 


