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Village of Schoolcraft 
Preserving our Past, Enriching our Present, Planning our Future 

www.villageofschoolcraft.com 

Vision Statement 

The Village of Schoolcraft commits to 
building on its strong heritage while 
moving forward to a vibrant future as a 
community where all citizens are safe 
and secure, local businesses thrive, and 
residents and visitors alike are drawn to 
the variety of recreational and cultural 
activities. 

Mission Statement 

The Village of Schoolcraft seeks to en-
hance the community through develop-
ment that contributes to its welcoming 
hometown atmosphere, complements its 
landscape and local business environ-
ment, and reinforces its rich history and 
quality schools. 

2021 Quarterly  

Meeting Calendar 
Village Council   7:00 p.m. 

 April 5  April 19 

 May 3  May 17 

 June 7  June 21 

Planning Commission    7:00 p.m. 

 April 12  May 10 

 June 14 

Downtown Development Authority 8:00 a.m. 

 April 1  May 6 

 June  3 
 

All meetings are open to the 
public and are held via Zoom. 

Village President’s Message 

ALMOST SPRING  
Wow, Super nice weather for the 2nd week of March! Maybe there is light 
at the end of the tunnel after all. Nice weather makes us all anxious to get 
into Spring which, in my opinion, can be the most beautiful time of the 
year.  

March however is usually one of the ugliest months of the year when the 
snow goes away and exposes all the mud, leaves along fences and along 
houses, not to mention limbs and trash in our yards. One of the good things 
is that with a little bit of work we can have a fresh new beginning.  

The Village staff, Planning Commission, DPW and Police Departments are 
all in the Clean-up mode also. The Planning Commission has been working 
for four years on new Zoning Ordinances that are long overdue and will be 
published soon. The Regulatory Ordinances will be getting the revisions 
that are needed there in the last weeks of March. Some of the Ordinance 
changes will affect a few properties in the Village.  

Some residents will be receiving notification of existing problems asking 
for them to be addressed. Some of these issues are to do with the Village 
Right of Way (R.O.W.) If you are notified of an issue with the R.O.W. ad-
joining your property, please realize that R.O.W. issues are items that need 
to be addressed for the betterment of all of us in the Village. Ordinances are 
put into place for your safety and to make the Village more organized, Util-
ities more accessible, and a better looking place to live, which all lead to a 
more desirable community for your family to live in, not to mention, keep-
ing up your property values, all good things.  

Most issues with the R.O.W. will be to keep it clean of obstructions and the 
ability to gain access when needed. The R.O.W. usually contains all the 
community utilities; Natural gas service, water lines, utility poles, cable tv, 
phone lines, internet feeds etc. of which we all depend on daily. The 
R.O.W. in front of your property services all of us in the Village, not just 
the homeowner on the lot. The R.O.W. is to be free of obstacles by new and 
old ordinances, so that DPW and other companies can access utilities espe-
cially during emergency leaks and outages.  

Parking in the R.O.W. is an issue in a few places which will also need to be 
addressed. R.O.W. parking is allowed for all of us and our guests on a 
“Temporary” basis only. “Daily Overnight” and “Permanent Parking” are 
not allowed in the R.O.W. “Perpendicular Parking” (to the flow of traffic) 
is not allowed anywhere in Village R.O.W. in Residential Areas, at any 
time, as it is extremely dangerous to back into traffic streams or try to see 
around parked cars. In the village, it is also illegal to have permanent park-
ing in a front yard (the area between the front of your house and the 
R.O.W.), except for your designated driveway area. Please help to address 
these issues as they are a public safety problem as well as  personal safety 
problem for the resident also.  

Continued on page 2 
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By now you probably have heard that the Village Council and  other Village Leaders have regretfully decided not to hold 
our annual 4th of July festivities for the second year. This is very disturbing for all of us in the Village, but it is the best 
course of action when we look at the statistics for Covid 19 and its Variants.  

The President of the United States has said that we all need to hold off having “Outdoor Gatherings of 50 people or less” 
until after July 1st , Europe is seeing a major resurgence of Covid cases, and Michigan has the 2nd largest number of the 
new Variant cases which is known to spread faster. Michigan is reporting according to “M-Live” that the “Daily average 
of new Covid 19 cases has doubled in the past 3 weeks, and the 7-day average is now almost 2,000 new cases a day. The 
7-day average positivity rate on Coronavirus diagnostic tests now exceeds 5% and it’s higher than 7% in the Kalamazoo 
Region. Almost 1000 are currently hospitalized for Coronavirus, a 14% increase in the past week. It’s the 3rd consecu-
tive week of increases”.  As you can see Michigan is going the wrong way on statistics.  

Considering the current statistics, the only logical action the Village Council and other Village leaders could justify was 
to skip the 4th of July Festivities for another year. It would be terribly irresponsible for us to invite more than  10,000 
people to this Village under the current circumstances. There is absolutely no feasible way to enforce social distancing 
and mask wearing for a group of that size at the parade, car show and fireworks etc. The planning and collection of 
funds, gathering of volunteers, arrangements with Fire, Local and State Police, Sheriff Department, and MDOT, all 
needed to have been started by now to be able to make the 4th of July date. We are out of time to wait and see what hap-
pens.  

It’s a sad state of affairs, but the Village Council and other Village Leaders agree that the safety of our residents and the 
guests that come here was our number one priority and dictated this decision.  

I pray that all this Covid problem will be gone by the years end and that we can all get back to being the warm, friendly 
and happy Village we were before the Covid 19 Pandemic.  

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Keith Gunnett  

Schoolcraft Village President  

PH 269-569-6057  

 

 

Volunteers Needed! 
The Downtown Development Authority (DDA) is looking for new membership. The DDA area is basically on the east 
and west side of Grand Street from Village limit to Village limit.  DDA members must live in the district, or have a busi-
ness in the district, and we need your help and input.  If you are interested in finding ways to help promote activities and 
events within the district, research potential improvement projects, and much more, please contact Cheri Lutz at the Vil-
lage of Schoolcraft 679-4304.   

 

Are you interested in becoming involved in an Event Committee?  We already have several people who are interested, 
and need many more.  More heads are better than one, and every idea is one that can be accomplished or  explored.  If 
you are interested, please contact Cheri Lutz at the Village of Schoolcraft at 679-4304.   

 

Please consider these opportunities.  We could really use your help. 

 

Cheri Lutz 

Village Manager 
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News from the Village 

Manager’s Desk 

Schoolcraft Police 
Department 

 

 

The Village of Schoolcraft is an amazing community with 
great people; however, that does not mean that the Village 
is not susceptible to crime. Unfortunately, we have some 
people that are transients or come into the community to 
take advantage of people’s trustworthiness. Over the last 
month we have had several larcenies from vehicles. I want 
to take a minute and cover some basic tips that will help 
prevent car break-ins.  

1. Lock your car! The vast majority of items stolen from 
vehicles are from cars that were left unlocked.  

2. Never leave your keys in your vehicle. Even if you’re 
going to just run inside somewhere fast, it only takes 
seconds to steal your vehicle.  

3. Don’t leave valuables or even cheap items in plain 
sight, offenders often will look through the windows 
to see if its worth breaking into. If the perpetrator 
does not see anything, he will usually move on to 
something else.  

4. If possible, do not leave any signs that there might be 
valuables in your car, this includes docking stations 
and phone cables.  

5.  Don’t think tinted windows will hide your valuables. 
Thieves will often use flashlights to look through the 
tint.  

6. Park your car in well lighted and traveled areas. 

7.  Avoid covering your valuable items with a blanket or 
other similar item. If you have to leave something of 
value in the vehicle, place it in the trunk. 

8. Don’t use a hide-a-key. Thieves know the best place 
to find them.  

9. If you have an alarm on your vehicle, activate it. Bur-
glars don’t like to be noticed and it is often an effec-
tive deterrent.  

10. Don’t leave your garage door opener in plain sight. 
Often thieves will use it to access your garage and 
possibly your residence to steal items.  

11. Try to avoid leaving change in plain sight. This is 
most likely the number one item that is stolen from 
vehicles and invites people to break in.  

12. Finally, never leave your purse, wallet, checkbook, or 
title in your vehicle. I realize everyone gets compla-
cent at times; however, the likelihood someone will 
break into your vehicle is greatly increased.  

In closing, I don’t want people to live in fear. What I am 
requesting is that people take some basic steps to protect 
themselves. Unfortunately, we are in a time where a grow-
ing number of people are taking advantage of other peo-
ple.  

Chief Scott Boling 

sboling@villageofschoolcraft.com 
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Hello and Happy Spring!  Sure is nice to have some warm 
weather to get outside and get a kick start on cleaning up our 
yards. 

Spring begins a new season here in the Village as well, as we 
begin our new fiscal year budget, look at potential projects 
including roadwork, sidewalks, and right of way issues. 

This spring, Council has directed me to enforce right of way 
issues.  Village Ordinance prohibits objects in the right of 
way.  Examples would be vehicular parking, rocks, plant-
ings, decorative items, etc.  This may seem silly to you but it 
is imperative that the Village have access to the right of way 
at all times in the event of a water main break or any other 
type of infrastructure that may need to be repaired. Please 
take the initiative to remove these items prior to getting a 
call or letter from me. 

Other items the Council has asked me to address are blight, 
and items that have been built or improperly placed without 
approval and/or a building permit.  Please remember that this 
is not personal, but it is a directive that Council has given to 
get the job done. 

A few weeks ago, a letter was sent to businesses located in 
the DDA District asking for volunteers for the DDA Com-
mittee.  We have had a few responses but need more.  If you 
are interested, please give me a call to discuss.  Letters will 
soon be going out to residents who live in the DDA District, 
and hopefully, some of you may be interested.  We would 
love to have more involvement, and encourage you to be-
come a member.  Currently, meetings are held on an “as 
needed” basis.  If you are interested, please call me at 679-
4304. 

I would also like to mention that the Village Wide Garage 
Sales are cancelled for 2021.  Individual garage sales will 
still be allowed.  Spring Clean-Up will take place on Satur-
day, June 5th from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.   Once again, 
dumpsters will be located on Clay Street near the Ken Krum 
Center.  I was recently asked if the Village will ever do curb 
side pick up for spring clean up. Unfortunately, this service 
is no longer offered by Waste Disposal Companies.   

Finally, as we see some COVID-19 restrictions lifted, please 
remember to shop locally.  Our businesses have suffered, 
and we need to help them.  They need us and we need them! 

As always, please feel free to give me a call at 679-4304 
with any questions. 

 

Cheri M. Lutz 

Village Manager 

cmlutz@villageofschoolcraft.com 



Spring 2021 Newsletter 

 

Spring Clean Up 
CENTRAL DROP OFF 

Saturday, June 5, 2021 
8:00 a.m.—Noon 

 
Items can be brought to Clay Street, across from the Ken 

Krum Recreation Center.  Do not put items out by the curb. 
 

No more than one (1) roll of carpet or laminate floor will be 
collected.  Carpeting must be rolled and securely tied in no 
longer than four (4) foot sections. 
 
Mattresses/Box springs must be wrapped in plastic. 
 
Bags of items may not exceed thirty-five (35) pounds; and cans 
may not exceed seventy-five (75) pounds. 
 
No individual items over five (5) feet in length, three (3) feet 
wide or three (3) feet high or weighing over 100 pounds. 
 
Windows, glass, and mirrors must be less than 3’x4’ in size.  
Broken glass should be placed in a box, taped shut, and clearly 
marked, “Broken Glass”. 
 
All small items must be in bags or cans.   
 
Items not accepted are: 
Appliances 
Auto parts, engines, tires, batteries, doors, hoods, etc. 
Batteries of any sort 
Building debris or material of any sort, including lumber, plas-
ter, drywall, paneling, siding, etc. 
Concrete, dirt, rocks, sod, or stumps 
Electronics, TV, computers, printers, fax machines, etc. 
Large metal pieces or large plastic drums 
Hazardous Waste (including medical waste, paints, solvents, 
pesticides, chemicals, varnishes or liquid of any sort) 
Fencing 
Motor Oil 
Propane tanks/gas tanks 
Iron or steel 
Cast iron bathtubs 

   Yard Waste—grass clippings, branches, etc. 

 

Leaf Pick Up Through  
April 23, 2021 

Leaves must be in paper bags.  Paper grocery bags and 
store bought paper leaf bags are acceptable.  Place bags 
out by the curb.  Call the Village Office at 269-679-4304 
to let us know the number of leaf bags to be picked up.  
Bags of leaves must be out to the curb by 7:00 am. April 
23, 2021. 

Brush Pick Up 
Brush pick up is done on the last Monday of each month. It be-
gins in March and ends the last Monday in October. If the last 
Monday of the month falls on a holiday, brush will be picked up 
the following business day. 

• Brush may be taken to the right-of-way no sooner than 
the Wednesday before the pick up day. 

• Brush must be out to the curb by 7:00 a.m. on pick up 
day. 

• Brush should be less than four inches (4”) in diameter and 
eight feet (8’) in length. 

• All cut ends of brush should be placed in the same direction, 
toward the road. 

• Brush piles should be placed between the street and side-
walk when possible. 

• Brush piles should be no larger than can be picked up 
by any one person.  If you have multiple piles, spread them 
out with space in between, along your property. 

• Small sticks and twigs must be put into a container that can 
be emptied by one person. 

• Unacceptable material include leaves, yard waste (grasses, 
weeds, plants or vines), root balls, dirt, building materials 
and any brush generated through a removal of a tree, bushes 
or hedgerow. 

• Brush placed out in violation of the restrictions will not 
be picked up. 

• There is a limit of one dump truck load per month. 

 

 Storm Damage Brush Pick Up 
• Storm damage pick up has to be declared by the Village 

Manager. 

• Use same guidelines as for regular brush pick up. 

• Only storm damage brush will be picked up. 

• Check the ticker on the Village of Schoolcraft website 
(www.villageofschoolcraft.com) after a major storm to see 
if the DPW will be picking up brush. 

 

Drop Off Site for Brush and  
Grass Clippings 

The DPW Drop Off Site will not be open during the week. 

 

Beginning April 3, 2021 through November 27, 2021 you 
may take your brush or grass clippings to the drop off site 
on Saturday mornings between 8:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.  If 
you plan on dropping something off, please contact the 
Village Office at 679-4304 during the hours of Mon-Thurs 
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., and Friday 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
You must call by 4:00 p.m. on Friday if you are going 
to use the drop off site the following Saturday. 
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Home Improvements 
Are you thinking about doing some home improve-
ments this summer?  If so, please be sure to contact 
the Village Office before you begin to make sure that 
you are in compliance with Village Ordinances.  We 
are happy to provide information to you, and would 
rather do it before you start your project than after 
your project is completed.  In most cases, you will be 
in compliance with Village Ordinances however, there 
are some instances when your project may not be. 

So please be sure to contact us at the Village Office 
before you begin a project.  It will save both of us a lot 
of time and money, and most important will not create 
hard feelings when you are asked to abate the issue. 



General Fund Budget Fiscal Year 
2021/2022 

 
March 1, 2021 begins the new fiscal year for the Village 

of Schoolcraft. Tax Revenues from the Summer Village 

Tax to be collected July 1, 2021, constitutes 66% of the 

Village’s Budget. 

The charts illustrate General Fund Revenues and General 

Fund Expenses as budgeted for 2021/2022. 

The first pie chart is for Revenue and shows that 66% of 

the Village’s income is generated from Property Taxes, 

17% from State Revenue Sharing, 11% from Fund Bal-

ance, and 6% from Other Revenue Sources such as inter-

est revenues. 

Revenues: 

 

Note: The Village Tax rate is 15.8178 Mills or 33% of the 

approximate total 47.4498 Mills levied on residential 

property. 

The second pie chart represents budgeted expenditures for 

the Village of Schoolcraft.  The chart shows percentages 

for specific operations within the Village; Police 42%, 

Administration 21%, Public Works 9%, Fire 6%, Debt 

Service 6%, Equipment 5%, Municipal Complex 4%, 

Parks & Recreation 3%, Zoning 1%, and all other expend-

itures 3%. 

 

 

 

     Fire Hydrant Flushing     Office Closure 
         April 13, 2021           Memorial Day, May 25, 2021 
Be sure to run your water for a few minutes  
before doing laundry. 

 

Teddy’s Corner 
Happy Spring Everybody!  I am not sure about you but I, for one, am loving it.  So much to do—chase squirrels, 
hide treats outside, walk through mom’s garden and tiptoe in the lake.  This has been a hard winter for me, so hard 
that I finally got put on a chain when I am outside.  Seems my mom and dad have a problem when I barrel out on 
the frozen ice to pay a visit to the ice fishermen.  I am only trying to be friendly, but of course, they worry I am 
going to fall through the ice so another fun activity has been taken away from me. 

Since the snow is melted, mom has been outside doing a little “doggie” clean-up.  I don’t know what the big deal is 
about that either but from the look on her face, I don’t think she likes it.   

Village Ordinance requires that all owners pick up after their dogs on any public sidewalk, street, park, public prop-
erty.  Please be sure that you pick up after your dog, not only is it your responsibility, nobody likes to clean up after their own dog 
much less somebody else’s dog. The Village gets many complaints about this, and failure to so do could result in a Municipal Civil 
Infraction.   

Best wishes to all of you for a happy spring. 

Teddy 
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What’s Happening at the Schoolcraft Community Library? 

 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 

 
March 29th Library open at limited capacity for browsing, making copies, faxing and 1-hour computer appoint- 
ments.   Our History Room will also be available to schedule one on one tutoring for one-hour sessions. 

 
April 1st Registration open for Tot Time and Preschool Story Hour.  We 
will offer a 6-week program beginning April 12th thru May 18th .  
 
 

Tot time is a 30 min program for children 18 months to 36 months and caregiver that includes stories, fingerplays,  
songs, movement and learning concepts. We will not be able to offer free play at this time. 
 
Preschool Story Hour is for kids age 3-5 and includes stories, flannelgraphs, songs and a craft. 
 
Adults in attendance will be required to wear masks and we will practice social distancing.  Space is very limited so 
 call us at 679-5959 or email misspam@schoolcraftlibrary.org after April 1st to sign up. 

 
April 7th Adult Book Club meeting at 2 pm at the library.  Pachinko by Min Jin Lee will be discussed. 
Masks and social distancing guidelines will apply. Call to reserve your spot! 
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News From Schoolcraft Ladies’ 

Library Association 
While we are taking thoughtful, cautious steps towards planning upcoming events, I thought I would share a bit of the 
history of the LLA. 

The Ladies’ Library Association of Schoolcraft was established in 1879. Providing educational opportunities for area 
women was a primary focus. The organization incorporated in 1886, and in 1896, by means of fundraising events and 
generous donations, the red brick building on Hayward was constructed. The State Register of Historic Places added 
the building to it’s roster in 1996. 

Hemlines and hairstyles have changed a bit over the years, yet the LLA continues to offer a variety of engaging pro-
grams throughout the fall, winter, and spring. All meetings and programs are open to the public, and free of charge.  

Our organization proudly supports Schoolcraft Community Library, Schoolcraft Community Schools Libraries, Friday 
Pack, and the Village 4th of July fund.  

It is our mission to keep a keen focus on collective stewardship of our beautiful building, with a continued commitment 
to carry on the rich tradition of this cornerstone of Schoolcraft history. 

This has indeed been an awfully long year. We too are anxious to get back to gathering in person! If you would like 
more information about LLA, or would like to be on our mailing list, please feel free to contact me. And, yes gentle-
men are always welcome!  

Hope everyone is enjoying the sunshine and beautiful blessing of spring! 

Kelly Bergland 
President LLA of Schoolcraft 

mailto:misspam@schoolcraftlibrary.org
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Right of Way 
This spring, the Village will begin active enforcement re-
garding “structures in the Village’s right of way”.  This is 
strictly prohibited by Village Ordinance. Structures are 
defined as any item, embedded in the ground or placed on 
the ground temporarily or permanently, intended for deco-
rative or other purposes.  Mailboxes and supporting posts 
are not considered a structure.   

Listed below are items that may not be placed in the Vil-
lage’s right-of-way: 

• Flowers 

• Trees 

• Shrubs 

• Plants 

• Decorative Edging 

• Bricks 

• Dirt 

• Mulch 

• Stones, pebbles, stone chips and rocks, (including  

        lava rocks) 

• Any other decorative items 

 

That being said, there is one exception:  you can place dirt, 
perennial or annual flowers, vinyl edging, stone chips, 
mulch and pebbles around your mailbox. 

While this may seem silly to you, there is a reason for 
these restrictions and that  is because the Village’s infra-
structure is placed in the right of way.  When a water ser-
vice breaks, we quickly fix it, and do not have the time to 
go through layers of gravel, move large boulders, bricks 
and decorative objects to get to the water main. 

In addition, objects in the right of way such as additional 
gravel or asphalt causes water to seep to the edge of the 
road which causes the road to degrade.  Water from your 
property must stay on your property, and cannot be divert-
ed to the right of way or to your next-door neighbor’s 
house. 

In summary, if you do have any items placed in the right 
of way, please remove them immediately.  We would 
much rather have you do it voluntarily rather than have to 
take active enforcement action.  Your cooperation and 
immediate attention in getting these items removed will be 
very much appreciated. 

 

Thank You. 

 

Did You Know... 
Branches hanging over a sidewalk and bushes growing into the path of a 
sidewalk must be trimmed by the homeowner?   

Overhanging limbs/branches must be trimmed by the homeowner so there is 
a clear height of 12 feet above the street or sidewalk.   

Bushes must be trimmed at least 24 inches back from the sidewalk. 

Should the owner refuse or neglect to keep overhanging limbs and bushes 
trimmed, the DPW will trim it and the cost and expenses will be incurred by 
the owner through the issuance of a civil infraction citation.   

Please do your part in keeping our sidewalks clear for passage for our walk-
ers and bike riders.  It is the right thing to do and appreciated by the Village. 

Remember, our goal is to work with you, not against you.  Complying with 
the Village’s Ordinances will keep all of us happy. 

Thank you. 
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Garlic mustard is an invasive plant and one that is not allowed 
by village ordinance.  May and early June are the best times to 
pull (tap root & all) and dispose of in the garbage (not on the 
ground!).  Pulling later when plants seed does more harm than 
good.  The links below give info and show what the plants look 
like.  Please pull garlic mustard ASAP to prevent further inva-
sion.  More info is posted at the links below.  Thanks! 

https://www.michigan.gov/invasives/0,5664,7-324-
68002_71240_73853-379483--,00.html 

https://www.minnesotawildflowers.info/flower/garlic-mustard 

https://www.michigan.gov/invasives/0,5664,7-324-68002_71240_73853-379483--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/invasives/0,5664,7-324-68002_71240_73853-379483--,00.html
https://www.minnesotawildflowers.info/flower/garlic-mustard


Village Staff 

Manager:   Cheri Lutz, cmlutz@villageofschoolcraft.com 

Finance Director/ 

Assistant Manager: Tammi Youngs, tyoungs@villageofschoolcraft.com 

Clerk/ 

Treasurer:   Theresa O’Leary, toleary@villageofschoolcraft.com 

Police 

Chief:          Scott Boling, sboling@villageofschoolcraft.com 

Sergeant:     Jamie Edwards,jedwards@villageofschoolcraft.com 

Officers:      Joe Bippus 

       Matt Britton 

       Joe Geiser 

       Henry Kite 

       Eric Ray 

Aux. Officer: Dick Simon 

DPW Super:   Rob Coffman, rcoffman@villageofschoolcraft.com 

Equip/Water 

Operator:         Adam Wood, awood@villageofschoolcraft.com 

Grounds/ 

Maintenance:    John Stiver 

 

Office Dog:      Teddy 

Village Directory 

Administrative Office  269-679-4304 
Police Department                            269-679-5600 
Department of Public Works            269-679-5658 
Associated Government Services  1-800-627-2801 
 

Village Council 
President: Keith Gunnett 

Trustees: Russell L. Barnes 
  Kirk Bergland 
  Todd Carlin 
  Kathy Mastenbrook 
  Mike Rochholz 
  John Stodola 

 

 

 

Messages for the Village Council can be left  

at the Administrative Office or on Village 
Staff email. 
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