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Our Groundwater Is Our Responsibility

Because groundwater and surface water are interconnected, polluted
surface water (rivers, lakes, springs, and wetlands) can contaminate
groundwater, and vice versa. Many undesirable and harmful
chemicals can also seep through the soil to contaminate water
flowing toward our wells. Some of these pollutants are carried by rain
and snow. Others leach directly into the soil from their source (spills,
leaky storage tanks, etc.).

And pollution like this, even in small amounts, can make our
dependable supply of drinking water contaminated and unusable.

In other words, many of the things we need and use most — fuels,
cleaners, fertilizers — threaten our drinking water every time we use
them. It’s up to us to keep them out of our groundwater.

Protecting our groundwater is something we have to do today. If an
aquifer becomes contaminated, cleaning it is very expensive and

can take years. Schoolcraft might also have to find a clean water
source to use in the mean time. The practical solution, then, is to
prevent contamination altogether — to protect the groundwater from
pollutants by keeping harmful chemicals out of our soil and out of
our water.

The Wellhead Protection Program

To focus efforts, Schoolcraft has identified a Wellhead Protection
Area, the region encompassing all the groundwater that is likely to
reach our wells in the next ten years. The purpose of the Wellhead
Protection Program is to study this area, identifying sources of
contamination and working to control them.

The Wellhead Protection Program will:

* Provide our community with an active plan to protect drinking water.

* Educate the public on the importance of groundwater protection.

*» Provide a contingency plan for rapid reaction in the event of a water
supply emergency.

* Protect everyone’s health and safety by defending groundwater
against contamination.



The Village of Schoolcraft is working with businesses and citizens to
educate the public and find other ways to keep our groundwater and
drinking water clean. With everyone’s cooperation, our community’s
drinking water will be clean for generations to come.

Our Wellhead Protection Area

The Village of Schoolcraft draws water from an aquifer beneath the
village. Schoolcraft has two municipal wells located on land owned by
the village. Each well can pump about 500 gallons of groundwater
per minute. This public water system provides water for drinking,
irrigation, and fire protection to approximately 1,600 residents in the
village, as well as many local businesses. *_

The red dots respresent Schoolcraft’s two wells. The shaded area respresents
Schoolcraft’s Wellhead Protection Area, the region encompassing all the
groundwater that is likely to reach our wells in the next ten years.



What You Can Do

¢ Plug abandoned wells securely.
Unused wells can be a direct channel between the surface and an
aquifer, allowing water runoff — which carries bacteria, sediment,
fertilizer, pesticides, and other chemicals — to flow directly into
groundwater without being filtered by the soil.

* Use agricultural chemicals wisely.
Excess fertilizers, pesticides, and herbicides not absorbed by plants or
soil can seep into groundwater.

* Store hazardous materials carefully.
Check for leaks and spills often. All storage tanks should have
secondary containment, a barrier or an outer wall that can contain leaks
or spills.

* Maintain septic tanks properly.
If tanks are overloaded or malfunctioning, water and contaminants can
flow into the drain field and leach to the ground water.

» Dispose of chemicals safely.
Your local hazardous waste collection service is available to help
you. Many household and automotive products are hazardous to
groundwater if disposed of improperly. Pouring them down storm
drains, dumping them on the ground, or putting them out with the trash
endangers the safety of ground water. Avoid buying more than you
need, and share leftovers.

Questions?
Contact:

The Village of Schoolcraft
154 W. Eliza St.
Schoolcraft, MI 49087
(269) 679-4304

This brochure was created with appreciation to the
following for information and assistance:
The Village of Schoolcraft
Wellhead Protection Committee
Kalamazoo County Human Services Department
Prein&Newhof
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality





